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‘e “hite Lutus Joelety (?ﬁ'ﬂh) s o Bwddbiot nrgridzavian ‘
fovnded Im 948 by o Presdncat Jepenese lay Duddiist Kyromasy OMISH! :
Tis eviginal varpsse was to uadertake welfare sad ocharitable wmiss laws ’
ons u!lc. coitrrable with the Christieas abaritedle ory:. ‘irtiews
¢oowied im the '1ted tutes snd By the missleas sdbroa¢ . 18 was in
Ltended Wb sctivate loy Buddnism i Jepan and to mske Budd . im . ..w
vilal snd less oonfined te the temples.

Ir orpimiziag thia coelety Onishi sought sepport from » geholar-
priest 3sseciis.ed with the tample in Sugame, who hss l:.en recegnizad
35 one op 118 1nrucost MOdern writers on Japanese Buddtiim. This

TATIMRA  gei est wes to set ar t0e DublichSt for the s.:lely and o \

fl
'

reat T2 tae orthodox Liererehy eof Japenese Buicri.m, @#¢ ' =
Ciwe of 16§ or¢acizetioB the soclety was alec e@araced hy s Sewminar -
jan whe has Stnce 0w to duainete the organization "ri. sewvheryan
Tegonezo WICH! 13 a remarksdle figure whose persede: ob :recter?abics
wilt be Jdescr; ball telow.

Shertlx n7ter the socliety was founded and imocorporated /n Jypasi
Onishi wert Lo 'ne United States So study the ergralration of Clris-
tian charitabls sooleties there eud Lo meke arransensnir fFor dosa -
tiows -ohich Woald aaslst ip the flasaelsl sudvort of krs ableme /A
JaP3h . Bepaven'ly he succeeded 18 seuiring 3 rerta.n amevnt of ¢/nan- &
¢3! goppord ~or . -e ris Jeparture v the linived féabes  Sinee he it
said so have kol iw (18 porsession deller lnatruee.'- dobsiliy
aspbelimebely i . (00 gheh bw arrivel tn chicago. Iw Chitye ONiSHI
wmade Brrangements <1t qeruin Tudtalet rects whi¢n keve Aheir head —
qvarters Glere Lo ~379.ve lonsllens rni to purc’: - veed elobhrng o)
distriboiron |, jjn . cal L1 crliety ‘ntent we. . establish 3 chanmed

throvgh Wieh vied : .ctuirne goald S rooutulatec’ preversbly by dons~
bren hvb shrovgh purehsse . tecwasnry, 10 r.ar te 188134 \n dhe
Weimare ssbhabith-~.r Liroglrouws Juran

While OMISNI wes fp tue Lilea t.Ledw, slims was nimed aebin
nerd o Ghe Seaiehy . Wnoal fwus ed to DeFrunde THIWL e Change the.
ehovadtsr 3nd Ghe .:eril jurprce 7 the orgeniiibon ('h dvite g
dins crend direehros *o:r .11 Bl hed or!ainelly ' o ivd. WwWhen dha
eivsb glivmends of :l. thin. reached Jupan. TRISHA sad WACN!, irstead
on distpibuting  Lhem froe (1 chorge, ditposed ! thew throvgh vsed
cledhim desfers and accumuloted s £00d sum of re . capitsl. They
vied whis capital o nnierteke certald projeets wiich were devised €o
enhonse the prestige of the srelety and to we ) NITE wew sid Séritegie
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s 01 plsA oconeeraing Iwe Jims, Weohi hes moved aleat .
tingle sinced purpose thet demonstrates his tenselity ead shility . Ne
has Pursved 4iB plam to hold religious rites end to repetvisie ¢he
remiing of 10 wur deod 08 Iwo Jime with doth the Jepsaene (v - -
Lhe ofEicers »r Usasral Headquarters over the pest four jee. s, He
Wt 3 grest aany centests with the Bereaved Pamilies irnoelntic.>
(Treko kot ! snd alao with highly placed offieers 1n Gesreral Hewdewmr
bers. Lrough both these evenues he Las essumed s dlstinct ju..: ar
in {span 23 tle prinary chempien of this eeuse. Im 1949 re :uci~rae!
tw persvading the United states Alr Fereeo to sead oas of i'J sssis
tamis be .- Jims 18 seerch of a diery “hiek wes alieged t/ be en
tombed in 1~ nf the caves. This dlasry was Kept Dy » fen,or ¢ -
in the J3 -.wee garrison and ellegedly tracded mn scoure®e .%¢-*. 7
Riv Feree 3nd Navy bombing and bonberdment dameges to the irinpe
Wowevsr . ~no nis resehing Iwe Jime, this sasistant eommitte. au;
by throwing: nimself from the top of Mt. ‘ursbashi. thus dribng.vg -:--
3""" 4. 1lelty and more desms to Weohi's ssuse.

- *ne past fow weeks, Waehi hes r} suseeeded ln pertsanitiy
bhe Japa: ‘0 Sovernment to sponser him officlally $n his scauns
visit Tuw i 1@ to hold serviees for the war d0ad aid to rengt:-: »-
eertdfn ‘ tho ressins. This plan hes beea approved MW 30,iP

avirters -.1 soceded to by CINGPAC. Weehi, scosmpanied by tn.-
ofpisieis:r »f the Japeneee Govermmeat Repatrieation Buresn, wi: t-ave.
%0 Two . 4 o8 Jamuary 17 and will s sbomt tem days 23 t0n Taat

The pub "1ty resulting froam this trip end the primssy of #ec'..'s
eysmr/c -2 .} Coabtlees etrengthen his prestige and aske his .70,
woeeh mere  1snirloant tham it eu:reatly 1s. The potentin * .
from these sireunsteness and from Lhe other sstivities in . S
secisty rzages would indieste that it msy “ecome am importuc
indapec.- s [ife and may have oertaii political ifaplienti .
Gllliﬂb”_

"1 eowenlf 13 a graduste of the Jaoebese Naval Acasdan:
elasy oF .. e c¢pent about half of his cereer im the .. . -
Nwl . +.+d 12 inotelligense work end srenislized im eryzic amalyeis,
Whin the . » ararse hrmy, the Nuvy ~ad the Forolga .ervice 4i+,ce.
erypto-3ka 7. ia responsidilities, Maohl was given the speeiri. =iy
of intewgepting snd breaking the isericad emd British dip.omst:s
eosdes. 'z has enguged im work om diplometie odes of other -»':5:.
and s the wer drew near wes alse iavolved ia signal $ntel.tas 1 ¢
werk o# 3 strictly nevel ebareeter. In 1940 until tne nutir .~
the W ot waa statiosed 1n dexleo designated es the ss-t:* (-
srwal gtische Dbut rotually charged with the respomsidility . Signe/
Tnts i gense sork 18 monitoriag the operetional messasges ¢f t:... .
u.n,-:} * :tes Fleot in the itlantie. After intermment in ibv = ¢
Séabes, = returned to Japea aBd werked with the Offiee of “::.:
::ufolli,.uoo catll 1944. ’
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¢ 136k Yesnl was assigned 8 eemmander Of LLs Daval §arri'son
in Jwe dime. 48 suob, he was in casmsaaf of the larin. «nd” NQAvey
trops goeaniiar thet Base. These Sreeps, together witr i -
£ orce continzont servieiag the aiy lald on the Ialand, a\nd~ op thwe
swéire garri-on forse. Waehi was relieweg of Ris eomnane -2 Swo vlh-t
s A rebeit of u ¢isagreensat with the Alv Jeree uuand).wlc' e
whe wishyl to. divers goersain of Wachi‘e ssamial wonu:*ulﬁ}'mry‘ Lo
b -dirersntt purposes  Jaertly after als relesse fror Lni: & i
Two dimd way ::xssclited By U.3, treeps, resultlicg iy . e;f.cq v
L, 000 drsanese dead: Ueshd remsined 1 Jepen OB surviv- with wwa)
fnbolligerser uniil tho 0L 0f the mar. At thet tips Cta wss pieke d N
vr b S. Ocoupstion Fwees and was detained in ne frisow Koy BT
huw a‘lﬂ Although he was bheld there several hoptis ke was L et
n-vu- ried 25 a war eximimal. During the period «! .o dedendion. . ‘

Y e e ediekesGenil n ..L.’J.—J-"

wonopedic L2 strike up aggualstanes with several U & officers aad Ly
Ve Jhem considorable sraation concerning hAis Pro wus sid wesd/me T

ebivibins. THe hae the stexy of his intontgmeo wars bo MRv g
Wiskorisaks 04 I belleve he has wnltict e short treatine on 74 --Z J

bhe vie or M:lou‘ countep-inted ; gen_e oxgenizatious @ - ‘,

Bewsc 0! nio pavel resk, Weehi was purged sftor Niu r;lmsv.v : {
Supamee nnd Lmmediately Tetired to KPute witi the iniendren ok . R
wim;%imt priesthood. . s studied in tre radin: -t bems S
3¢ Kyesfe ~u vears and weat froa there immsdistely int: i s werk .o.tlh
vhe White hotus Joolply. Be has snly ressatly tesn convried. T e’
covrie of the nost-wel yours Vashi bas Eept a0sive contesd wish hs
former navy aoLivegues B ulso has assoeiation with a greet mv-7
oer SOniop nilntr’ oStisers of blp former aguuintanse .

We has .+arned to epeak English snd ape:ks with Censidersé/c
Porce. ‘jpels 4 lerpe man for » Japanewe syl ip eTETEo!s Wigeress.
heatdh. 'Hix' jortooality 1¢ fervatul vpd e dominates sy 3ssembly.
He Hmms ) =k]¥ end hes ud besitetlod IR expPressing W& -Chevshis
He is smin ofF ~Uyious edarm and prestige. Fotentially kc hu e
chors chentstics of s forveful Jaseder, givem the vig . Sering.bosrnd
and bl/essbl with nie imderent anbiileas. Be coud boe.m» LR ur '
ewb Clgore n Jﬂpﬂl e R

! hive oome Lnto Ouuot with Jschi n oowcticn »{Us i
Jeeded i Lo T40 Jims. There are at leest three ocoasiesi ¢7
Perseni) ax, crivnce with him whioh I comsidexr algnir)oant"
Bivsk I hed 0a30s8i0n Co introduse Nim to Commender L. G5 Fiwmd
she 3¢ hawd Government offSoer on Admirsl Redford’s staft a e
Harbor, Ffivpley et the tine expressed his willingness +As
WA d» wme L0 Iwo Jima asd in returs ssked "ae
bames m secueing information with respeet to the dof
Tow dChickt 3 Findley perticularly mteﬂ Khees- W3,
enginasvieg 'rrloon who hed buen assecleted with thy gl
un»u o ¢he anve nynou on thon Ilhul. Wi
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WACE] returned to me with a list o1 a half dozen officers who had been ®so
associated. This list gave all military det-ils concerning rank /nd organi-
zation, together with exact information concernirns rhei r oresent addresses.
It occurred to me inat WACAI must have fairly well develoved associations with
former militar) officers to produce such a comvlete document in so short a
time.

The second occasion was at a dinner to which WAHI invited me along with 'nlter
Uichols of CI&E. his dinier w s held in nlsrge, rembding house dir-ctly oehind
the 01d war liinistry at Pershing tiieghts. “he house is now a "hotel® vrick iwm
run by a former Japanese Navy captain and whose guests a.peared to oe almost
entirely of the people were associated -1th the White Lotus “ociety. <ncae

who did nét wear tre vriestly robes wore their ol! Japanese Fevy uniforms with
the buttons ani strioes removed. They addresse! each other in temrs of their
former naval ranks.

At this dinrer YACHI told me with great relish of his activities in connection
with the #merican diplomatiz codes. He verticularly delighted in Eis former
exploits breaking into the American consulate frxamxthm Genersl at Kobe on a regu-
lar monthly basis to evtrac* tie code key from the Consulate General's safe,

He talked at great lenpth psbout tre difficulties ‘n intercevting, monitoring

and breaking Soviet codes, end iriicerted thet he had given the bevefit &f his
experisnce to teh signal intelligence of“icer of the FEC. In discovering that

I had been in the Navy during the war and that my ship hid been hi: twice by
Javanese suidide vlanek, he wont into 2 lone d@iscussion of the merits of suicide
tectics and his versonsl evaluation of what could h~ve Tteen done in the Philip-
pines &f oroper kami-keze squedrons had pe-n stationed there. The ztmosphere

of the wrnole gathering was sonsiderably more militery “hen religious. “he vriest-
1y robes did not notceaoly innibit the wearer's avpreciation of s:ke or the
geisha writresses.

Ny toirl exverience with WAC:I and :is organizestion was in attendance at &

sumo wrestling wxrioition held in tle recreation area 2t Suramo Prison for the
benefit of the wur cririnals internei trere. %uis exhibition, whicn featured
all the craspion suno wrestlers wio will shotrly ap.esr in the natinnal finals
at Tokyo were erranged by the White Lotus Soclety. “lmost all ¢4 the war crimin-
als were prosent and obviously enjoyed therselves. ““1lof them, from the young
bullies {1 orisoned fof e-rocities to the dignifiei odd generals ard statesmen
irprisoned ‘or threir wer vlanrs, ross removed their cars rnd stood at respect-
ful attention while Chaplain SSKIGUC:I, adaressing trnem as xex #Hen of Sugamo"
described to them the efforts of the White Lotus Soviety in bringing the sumo
wrestler: to the priscn for their benefit.

It apuears obvious that ACHI end his socliety have nchieved a prominence which
will continue to ¢row. They have recently removed
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f'o o tnatr vxeau ln hndqu te muu-un, some fifty miles norin of
AR r<'<~‘ It s ponsible thet they have removed there tr take The:yr

Yoronelae) dwelings out from under the obasrvation of ‘ckjo prafectursd
- cn'; in;als. i understand ttat these used clothing trunsaetions are :
" rew onlirely om a commerdial besis sad their imjort is duty free and v
ctuet= earnings are tax free due to the slleged el ayDary obarsotsr
or U organization. It 1s slse possidhle Shet the tion hes been
{uflusnced by the receat establishment of a Nstionsl Poliee tessrve
- neunpnont in that towm. Wachl has alresdy essoclsted himsels with

.5 .encampment end priests of his order are menosuveriag to beoome
218108 In the NPR. The presaat publisity atteadant wpen Wachi's
e ‘M) ~ire cennot fTall to ostespult hls into national prorinencs
Iredpect te Lhs repatristion movement ‘insugurated by the Bereavaed
iilss aAsmociations. VYechi ulresdy enjoys speclal pramjnencs wi (34 IV
tivke associstions and ia oonsidered to be ‘& modern kenahode (the tarm o
.ap~ilnd ia the feudal period to warriors who remdunced war to enter :
e ,n.smoa and engege in works of stonement) At°the recent dec! _,-.
tan’n? = restored chepel, the 308t3 of Wwhose rehabilitation wers ¢
. by the vAlte Lotus .:ocioq, aumerous represeatative comaittees ' : ';“..;
el Lbe bonovod Families Assoeiations were i3 attea anee. alao st Lo
. tiw oceremony was the Tekyo :Fire Depertment Bead. The Lntcmtlng
sannotuetion-of this partiewler fa thet tiis bend was formerly the -
#seriel Fapsnese Navy Bemd whioh was takes over as @ unit by the Fire
sartment ufter the surrender. Also of sigaifieanse is th .act tha
poiil and. his growy have sbetsined entizely frem emy aesool. lom with’
2 “Yealkual- Shrdaie of sther .former Shimte -Mnu uyuutun,y d«u» _
: Mv#- to .»thl,.'-ﬂa Zellen ‘.s_ouhn- Vs

'It cnn "be: o'xpootol [ 13 tln -ovmt for oo.nohtu. and ropntno
‘bf whr deed grows'. that Wachi end his soclety will“essume the
‘fne Jupanese Covernmeat . w.1oh .finds the whole business com
.iicteg und somewhat messy, R’} ot taken much imitiative to satlsfy
the pop!’th denspd elong these unu. They wil) therefors probahly
icons’¥schi's xealous sotivity and his unquketionahle orgarizetional
n%n* ~%he great populer auppmri whlch he wou;d schieve Tram sagh
e e could provide a s ;niﬂoant springboard for hia embl
a ast wost- those smbitic. s are or msy beeoms 13 ulghiy jues
zaboky but viewed 10 the porspnuvo of his reeerd he 1a nyatno of g

imost ¢ wtnlnc R
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